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Q: Could you please introduce yourself for the listening audience?
A: Alright, this is Kevin Rashid Johnson, I am a prisoner, incarcerated in Virginia at Sussex 1
State Prison.
Q: How has the prison tried to silence your organizing and writing over the years, and is this a
consequence of the prison strike or other efforts?
A: I think I've gone through the entire range of reprisals. I've been subjected to physical attacks.
I've been denied meals. I've been attempted to be subjected to dehydration, I've been subjected
to destruction of property. Most recently I was transferred out of state, sent first to Oregon, then
transferred from Oregon as a result of writing and exposing abuses in that prison system, to
Texas. Same process resulted -- I was transferred from Texas to Florida. Florida just got rid of
me in June and sent me back to Virginia. I was then transferred -- when I returned to Virginia, to
Red Onion State Prison, and moved from Red Onion State prison and transferred on the 12th of
July, and sent here to Sussex 1 State Prison, and I'm now being house on death row, although I
have no death sentence, and that being with the obvious purpose of isolating me from other
prisoners, as there are only three prisoners left on Virginia's Death Row, and they're spread out
in a 44 cell pod, which I'm housed in separated and all the inmates have been instructed not to
talk to me. So, the major effort has been to isolate me and to remove me from areas and places
where they felt I would be able to talk to prisoners, to be able to gain info about abusive
conditions and to, I guess, influence prisoners to challenge abuses and to stand up to conditions
that are pretty inhumane and abusive. As far as responses to the prison work strike, I have not as
of yet seen any reprisals or any response that I could call reprisals. And they expect that there
would be exposure of anything they did, which may be the only deterrent at this point for any
type of retaliation. But I've been involved in a commissary strike, not spending any money, as
my contribution to the strike, because I’m confined in solitary and don’t have the ability to
work. I have never participated in prison work. I've refused through my incarceration because I
have recognized it is slave labor, and I refuse to allow them to exploit me in that fashion.
Q: For the listeners in the wider public, can you talk about the purpose of prisons under white
supremacist capitalism in the US, and why it's in all of our interest to not only struggle against
these institutions, but to support prisoners’' organizing efforts?
A: Well, from the outset, I think it's rather obvious that there is a racial component to who is
targeted with mass imprisonment within America, from the New Afrikan, that is Black,
prisoners, Black social population being 12 to 13% in mainstream society but being some 50%
of the prison pop nationwide. In Virginia, where I'm incarcerated, they have been something like
13% of the state population but 58% of the prison population. So, race clearly is a determinative
factor in who is targeted within imprisonment and who receives their sentences and the extent of
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incarceration and where they are housed. In that context, within the prison system, it's usually at
the low security, the low level institutions where predominately white prisoners are housed, and
the most extreme and harsh prisons, in each prison system I’ve been to and I know of, this is
where the predominately Black and Brown prisoners are housed at. Within the prison structure,
prisoners tend to polarize into racial groups, based on their shared cultural and social
experiences, and guards and administration are typically inclined to try to manipulate prisoners
against each other along racial grounds, racial lines, you know. The guards in my experience,
especially where I just came from -- Florida -- are particularly orientated to acting out racist
policies and politics. In fact, where I was confined, two of the institutions I was confined to, the
Reception and Medical Center in Florida, in the Florida State Prison, those institutions have
been exposed as employing card-carrying Ku Klux Klan members, in fact -- three guards who
were exposed as having plotted to kill an ex-prisoner who was Black, at the Reception and
Medical Center, and revealed their plans to an FBI informant were recently prosecuted, and it
came out during the prosecution that all three of them were card carrying Klansman, and that
they work at the institution. And not long ago one of the legislatures on the Florida Congress
had done a tour of the Reception and Medical Center, she being a Black woman, she pretty
much expressed in the media that she feared for her life, the attitude of the white guards there
were just openly racist. She acknowledged that she knew that the Klan played a prominent role
in the staff and the administration of that institution and in that region, which is the same are the
Florida State Prison is located. And she expressed her knowledge of a portion of the institution’s
guards kicking Black prisoners’ teeth out who had gold teeth, and that in general, she knew that
these institutions were run by the Ku Klux Klan. And this is from an elected member of the
Congress of Florida, a Black woman who had done a tour and said that she literally was in fear
of her life as she did this tour within the institution, because of the treatment and attitudes of
white guards of the institution when she did her tour. So, the racial politics are pretty out in the
open, and they're able to exist in such at such a level because prisons not only hold people on
the inside and keep us isolated from the general public, they also keep the general public locked
out. So there is no scrutiny, there is no supervision, and there is generally no public
accountability for and by those who work within the institution, so it’s just a closed culture,
where all sorts of corruption and abuse is allowed to fester and just to be carried out with pretty
much impunity.
The support that is needed on the outside is tremendous. The support that the prisoners have
been able to gain over the past several years in response to the work strikes and various attempts
to publicize and challenge abusive conditions in the prisons have pretty much got word in to the
institutions where prison officials had blocked prisoners from becoming aware of what was
going on as far as protests going on and attempts to challenge and expose abuses. And it
bolstered and motivated prisoners who otherwise were afraid to challenge abusive conditions
and didn't feel that there was anything that could be accomplished by trying to stand up and
oppose conditions. It kind of motivated a lot of prisoners who weren’t otherwise involved to get
involved. So the support that can be garnered on the outside and has been garnered is very
important to this type of work and this type of struggle. It's essential that those who are aware of
these struggles and aware of these conditions give what support they can, not only as allies, but
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also as comrades.

Q: Can you talk about your views on feminism in the revolutionary struggle for a new society?

Q: to anyone behind bars out there who might hear this interview, and is sitting on the fence
about participation, what can you say about the nation-wide prison strike?

A: Alright, I should make a distinction between our line on the gender issue and the question of
the struggle against paternalism and male domination. We are not feminist. We are, we are about
revolutionary women’s liberation. Feminism seems to be the equal opposite of chauvinism, no-male chauvinism. The line in feminism largely has been represented by the bourgeois sector of
the women's movement, the upper middle class to upper class has always dominated the voice
of the feminist movement, so we find it to be largely not a movement that really is about
advancing the cause of women, at all levels of oppression, but at the interest of bourgeois and
upwardly middle class women to gain an equal foothold with the bourgeois males in dominating
society in general. So our struggle is for gender equality, not to raise the interest of upper class
women at the exclusion of the lower class and oppressed women. Our struggle is to see working
class women, poor women have all their rights respected and to be given an equal stage of
power and an equal stage of respect throughout society at all stages, though I would make the
distinction between what is known or generally represented as feminism with what we call
revolutionary women’s liberation. But we are allied, of course, to the women’s movement, those
women who identify as and those other people who may reject the concept of gender etc, who
identify with the feminist struggle, but from the standpoint of working class women and
working class non gender people or working class lgbtq people, and we stand on an equal
footing with them and seek to have all forms of repression of women or all forms of repression
of non gendered people, all forms of repression of LGBTQ people overthrown, and all people to
have an equal share in power, and an equal interest in having their rights, and their desires, so
long as they aren’t opposing and oppressing other people.

A: That they should not be deterred, they should not be discouraged, they should not just sit on
their hands and refuse to get involved. The more of us who get involved, the stronger the outside
support and awareness that we're serious about the conditions that we're challenging and the
need for change -- that they should not allow officials to continue to manipulate us against each
other, whether along racial lines whether you're talking about along the lines of street
organizing. That's what supporters... They should also not allow loved ones to discourage them
from participating in the work strike. I know a lot of the loved ones who may hear about the
strike, they may advise them to not get involved because of fear of them being transferred, a
long way away from their loved ones, or they don't want to see them subject to relation or being
placed on lock down, but their loved ones should understand that this is a condition, that these
are conditions that we live, that they're not living them and that its important that we take a
stand to change these abuses, and not play in to officials trying to isolate and play us one against
the other, and cause people to refuse or fear coming involved, and keep us divided amongst
ourselves. We need all possible participants; we need the greatest level of unity possible. And
one of the things I always emphasize to my peers is, we outnumber the prison guards, the prison
officers around us some 30 to one at very least. But they have total power and total control,
because they always keep us divided, fearful, envious, and not trusting or believing in our own
potential, where as they exercise complete and absolute unity in their actions. If they want to
abuse you, the rest of them are gonna fall in line and support that abuse. If one them lies on us
and mistreats us, the rest of them are going to conform to that lie and they’re gonna carry out
that abuse. And that's why they have the control and power that they have, because no matter
what, no matter what the situation no matter the condition, they always work and stick together.
And we need to take that same example and apply it to how we exercise our unity and our level
of power amongst ourselves.
Q: Rashid, can you talk about your incarceration, political development, and a bit about the New
Afrikan Black Panther Party that you helped to co-found? Also, how does it differ from the New
Black Panther Party, formerly of the nation of Islam?
A: Ok, my imprisonment initially began in 1990. I was incarcerated for a murder that I had no
involvement in, and large part, it was conspiratorial on the part of a police officer who I had a
history of conflicts with. They subjected me to deliberate misidentification and a number of
procedural violations during the prosecution of the case that was imputed against me, that went
the actual jurisdiction, the actual power of the court to try to convict and sentence me for the
charges that they were attempting to impute against me. Ok, throughout my imprisonment,
particularly the first decade and a half, I spent a large part of my time struggling directly against

Q: Are there any other final statements you'd like to make, before we get cut off:
A: Well, I would like to state that I appreciate this opportunity to speak to the listen au of this
program, and I really hope that much can be achieved through the struggles that are gaining
ground and momentum now, and that there will be a growing link between those on the outside
and the prison movement, and that this will help advance the cause of the oppressed against this
oppressive system.
Q: Thank you so much for making this conversation happen, and solidarity
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struggle against white supremacy?
A: Alright, within our party, we founded in 2006 in what’s called the White Panther
Organization and subsequent to that, the Brown Panther Organizational Committee, as arms of
our party. We are the first Panther organization that has actually brought white comrades and
brown comrades in to our party. So we have brown and white Panthers in our party, and the
function of them is to take the line of the New Afrikan Black Panther Party in to the white
communities to struggle against the racism in the white communities, the Brown Panthers take
the same line in to the brown communities, and the thing is to bring all these different sectors of
society, both domestic and abroad, into a consolidated, united front that will unify us in the
single struggle against the imperialist system, particularly focused on the marginalized people
that are called criminalized or the Lumpen. Our work is specifically again to take the struggle to
the power structure at the most fundamental level, and to build the sort of unity that has been
probably the Achilles heel of revolutionary struggles, and undermining their effectiveness, and
that has been polarizing factor of race. And as I see it, this is our approach in it has proven quite
effective. Initially when they sent me out of state, they sent me to Oregon, which is one of the
few prison systems in America where there is a predominately white prisoner population -- it's
probably like 5 or 10% Black. And they sent me there after they had profiled me as a Black
Separatist, and when I got to Oregon, they spread amongst the large number of Aryan gangs up
there that I was Black Panther, which they portrayed as some sort of Black variation of the Ku
Klux Klan, portraying us as anti-white and wanted to make race war against white people and
this sort of thing, and they were trying to create a violent conflict between me and the white
groups up there, which was obviously the point of them sending me to that state. But in effect,
because of the politics of our party, and the orientation of the line of our white panther
organization, I was able to politicize the white groups up there to various -- they had like 13
different Aryan gangs up there in the prison system. I ended up politicking with them. They
immediately released me into the population, which was another indication what they intended
to try to see happen. But instead of me ending up in a war with them, I ended up politicking
with them, exposing them to the history of racism, how racism was manipulated and created in
the late 1600's, and how it had been used and has been used as the most effective polarizing
factor in society to manipulate oppressed people against each other. And I won a large sector of
them over, and when I started to prove effective as not engaging them in violence, but winning
them over to more revolutionary political and understanding of racial politics, they immediately
threw me into solitary, got me out of population, and started to impose a different regiment of
abuse and oppression against me, and ultimately kicked me out of the state and sent me to
Texas, and when I was able to influence white Aryan gangs there to get involved in the national
prison hunger strike that was taking place in 2013, where 30,00 prisoners got involved in
Oregon joined them in hunger strike, so the line of our party, with respect to racial politics is
specifically to organize white comrades to take the politics of our party, unifying politics in to
the white community to struggle against the polarizing culture in, you know, white culture and
white society in America, and to try to bring us all together in a common, united front.
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guard abuses. Their physical abuses, I responded to with physical responses. They would abuse
physically myself or others around me, and I would respond with physical reactions to their
abuses. I went through the struggle pretty much back and forth, one to one head up conflicts
with guards and their teams, riot guards and cell extraction teams, for about the first decade and
a half. I became exposed to political thought put, particularly the writings of George Jackson,
around 2002, when I was housed in an area with another prisoner, another political prisoner,
Hanif Shabazz Bey, from the Virgin Islands. He turned me on to a lot of different political
writings, and different political organizations that were involved in the system in America, the
various revolutionary nationalist struggles that had taken place through the world through the
40s and 50s. I began to do extensive studies into various aspects and levels of progressive as
well as revolutionary history and politics. Various theories, etc. And as I studied more, I came to
understand the inherent dysfunctional nature of the capitalist, imperialist system that America is
at the center of, and I understood or came to understand that the oppression that I was struggling
against was much bigger than head to head clashes with individual guards, that it was largely an
invalid system that pitted a small group of powerful wealthy people against the masses of
working class people and poor people through out the world, and that they lived at the expense
of these people. And to change conditions requires a struggle that mobilized the oppressed to
bring about fundamental change at various levels of society.
I grew from a person inclined to react on a more individual level to one who recognized or saw
the bigger picture and was more inclined to organize people and to contribute what I could with
my resources, and the understanding that I was developed to build into something bigger, that
was more, addressed more to the fundamental problems of the overall system. So in that, my
clashes with individual guards lessened. I was also involved in mitigation and studying and
understanding the political system and legal system. I became less inclined to, as I said,
individualize my struggle against the system. Though, in doing that, I began to reach out more
to people on the outside who were involved in political organizations, trying to pull people who
were in positions of influence, politically people who were willing to mobilize groups of people
in support of prisoners and conditions that we lived under, to challenge those conditions, to
educate prisoners, and to try to consolidate a base of support on the outside to the inside. In
doing this, I was able to understand some of the weaker points of the system. I understood
where it was most effective to attack the power structure, and I understood, or came to
understand that one of the most vulnerable places that you can direct your attack at the system is
by exposing its corruption to the masses, because the masses are the sources of their power, that
those people can't be ruled over by an oppressor, or any power, unless they give their consent at
some level to that ruling. And once they become aware of the illegitimacies and the corruption
of the system, and they refuse to acknowledge or concede the legitimacy of the system, then
they can typically overnight overthrow that system. And this is why the power structure expends
such a massive amount of resources and propaganda to try to influence and keep the masses
brainwashed and believing that they're moralistic and they’re honest and they're well-meaning
and their intentions are oriented to the best interests of the masses, because they realize without
some level of acknowledgment and consent, the masses of the people could not be ruled over
and would not accept their authority, and as you observed during the Arab Spring in, what,
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2011? -- once the mass of the people refused to accept the power that rules over them, they can
send that power into exile and flight over night, and the powers that be understand this. So I
understood that by exposing the corruption and illegitimacy of those in power and the lies that
the sustain themselves with, this is one means of undermining the false power and the false
credibility and sense of legitimacy that these people try to portray themselves, as the basis of
them exercising their authority over others. And it has proven most effective, particularly my
writings about abuses going on inside of the prisons. My writings exposing the corruptions and
illegitimacy of the power structure and the economic system to the extent that people have been
receptive to my writings, I have seen a corresponding reaction by those in power, which, as I
pointed out earlier, is a result of me facing a much higher level of reprisal and attempts to isolate
me now, a very different response from when I was just in my head to head clashes with, you
know, guards at a very low ranking lever. When I started to expose the system, they started tryna
isolate me, to try and stop me from communicating with people on the outside, to shutting down
my lines of communication, transferring me from state to state and deliberately sending me to
states where conditions were known to be the most abusive in the country, particularly Texas
and Florida, and trying to put me in positions where I would end up in violent clashes with other
prisoners, and that sort of thing.
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But anyway, as I became more politically I aware, I saw the need for political organizations to
represent those who do not have political representations and to operate to educate and
organizing the masses on a more revolutionary and fundamental level of understanding the
political economic system on how to challenge and ultimately over throw that oppressive
system in the interest of the working class and in support of the people. So, we co-founded the
New Afrikan Black Panther Party Prison Chapter initially as an autonomous of the New Black
Panther Party, being aware the New Black Panther Party started in 2000 was not practicing the
politics and they were not living up to principles in the program of the original Black Panther
Party, but had pretty much wrapped up these politics, the racial politics of the Nation of Islam,
in an artificial garb of Black Pantherism. And our agenda was to try to take that organization in
to the politics and the revolutionary ideology of the original Black Panther Party and to change
their reverse racism, and to put them more on to the path of revolutionary politics of the original
party. Ultimately, we realized that it was futile trying to do this, in that they were not interested
in changing their political orientation, or to maintaining or carrying forward the agenda of the
original Panther Party, so we ultimately split from the New Black Panther Party.
We changed our name to the National Black Panther Party Prison Chapter, and from there we
have maintained the political line of the original Black Panther Party, but we have been very
focused on not repeating the mistakes of the original party, but building on the correct
contributions that the party made to the struggle of the 60s and 70s. And trying to carry forward
what they were able to accomplish during their more revolutionary stages, which was from 1966
to 1971, and to, again, not repeat the errors that they made, and to learn from the mistakes that
they made and from the what we understand now to be a very vicious campaign carried out
against them by the US government, and the inclination of the government to attack any
organization that seeks to open the eyes of the masses of the people. And we ourselves have
been subjected to the same sort attacks and attempts to undermine. We've been stigmatized as
Black Separatists and domestic terrorists, and all when we have done nothing and we have not
been fighting for doing anything except publicizing the corruption of the law enforcement
establishment and the abuses inside the US prisons, and they have identified this as being the
behavior that they dislike, that they feel qualified us as threats to the security of the country.
And I was personally profiled in a 2009 threat assessment report as a domestic terrorist because
of my involvement in publicizing abuses in, you know, American prisons. And they're saying
that I prove to have exercised a good level of influence over people and society, in turning them
against the law enforcement system because of my writings, which is pretty absurd. But this has
been the thrust of what we are trying to organize, and some of the work that we've done, and the
response has been, as I said, repression, isolation, attempts to attack us, subjecting the various
members, leading members of our org to various levels of reprisal. Being placed in, thrown in
solitary, subjected to all sorts of physical abuses, and you know, other attempts to try and
dissuade and deter us from the work that we're trying to do.
Q: The New Afrikan Black Panther Party has a focus of org with folks of African descent. In
your view, how can folks in other groups, like white folks, act as comrades as you say in

